______THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN OPENS

culminated in a series of fierce battles on September
7, when 103 enemy machines were destroyed, for a
loss of twenty-two of our fighters, the pilots of nine
of which were saved. On the evening of that fateful
day the enemy succeeded at last in smashing their
way through the defences and starting fires in the
London area. What happened then is recorded in
the following chapter.
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